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1996

32,000

We began in 1996 as a coalition of 28 

organizations coming together to tackle 

harmful emissions caused by medical waste 

incineration. Twenty years later, with offices 

on four continents and thousands of partners 

around the world, Health Care Without 

Harm is leading the global sustainable 

health care movement.

Our reach includes 32,000 hospitals, health 

centers and health partners in 51 countries 

worldwide.



From Mercury to Climate Change



HCWH Network – Sister Organizations



Climate-Smart Framework

1. Mitigation: The health sector radically reduces its own carbon footprint 
and implements low-carbon health care delivery, using its supply chain 
leverage to drive the market transition to a low-carbon economy.

2. Adaptation and Resilience: The health sector prepares its facilities for 
climate impacts and helps to anchor its communities and regions for 
greater community resilience.

3. Leadership (Advocacy and Communication): Health care institutions 
and professionals act as critical messengers for rebranding climate 
change as a public health threat and become powerful advocates for 
climate-smart policies at all levels of government and in health care 
oversight organizations.



Health Care Climate Council



Health Care Climate Council - By the Numbers

• 18 leading health systems

• 500 hospitals in 27 states & 240 Congressional districts

• Annual operating revenue of more than $165 billion

• 1 million employees



• Research and Innovation: We identify and pilot 

opportunities for health care to implement innovative, 

economical, science-based solutions to environmental 

health problems.

• Implementation and Capacity Building: We educate, 

build implementation tools, train health care 

professionals and scale-up solutions across our 

networks, the health sector and in the communities it 

serves.

• Policy and Market Changes: We aggregate the ethical, 

economic and political influence of hospitals, health 

systems, health professionals and organizations to 

advocate for policies and market transformation that will 

protect public health from environmental harm. 

HCWH Model of Change



Climate-Smart Health Care: MITIGATION



Texas Medical Center

Partners HealthCare

Spaulding Rehab

Climate-Smart Health Care: RESILIENCE



Climate-Smart Health Care: RESILIENCE



Federal and State 

Advocacy on Renewable 

Energy

Climate-Smart Health Care: LEADERSHIP



Climate-Smart  

Health Care:

LEADERSHIP
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THANK YOU

noharm.org

practicegrenhealth.org
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